
I  know the start of a new summer experience may be anxious for parents, so I thought 
this would be the perfect time to share some excerpts from a letter  received 
 from a Giborim parent last summer.  – Scott Dermer, Giborim Director 
 
Dear Camp Giborim Staff: 
 
A little “bird” whispered the word courage in my ear today, and I guess that it is a great 
word to sum up what summer at Giborim has been not only to my daughter’s summer, 
but to her life.  Her camp experience in Giborim has given her the courage to try things 
she would have never tried. 
 
“Courage is not the absence of fear, but the conquest of it.” – Early Riney 
 
A camp brochure can offer may things like swimming, music, sports and arts and crafts.  
I honestly can’t think of any other camp that advertises a good dose of “courage” added 
to the camp curriculum.  They can’t because courage isn’t something you can schedule, 
courage just happens.  The Giborim staff challenge all campers to do things others have 
never tried.   With this experience, it brings out the courage in each of the campers and 
sometimes parents. 
 
My daughter has had to deal with courage from the moment she was born.  As a parent, 
my daughter has taught me more about courage than I could ever have imagined.  My 
daughter has taught me to be strong as she continues to teach us lessons each day about 
courage, humility, humor and patience.  She totally amazes us each year with her 
progress as camp begins and when it comes to an end. 
 
She flourishes each year and we have had people tell us how “outgoing” she is, how 
happy she looks and acts and eager she seems to try new things.  We see her making eye 
contact with adults and kids, making unsolicited conversations and becoming engaged 
with people she meets in camp.  We watched our daughter have the courage to become 
more self-reliant this year.  She is showing the courage to take the next step in her life, 
the one of transition to independence.  She is becoming responsible for her personal 
belongings and handling money of which Giborim is credited for.  
 
I have always said staff makes a camp.  It’s important to the parents and children that 
Giborim has qualified staff and to see the overwhelming number of returning staff each 
year.  
 
My favorite moment of the summer…usually my daughter would bolt out of the van door 
with no turn around or a goodbye, but this morning was different:  she stopped, turned 
around, looked at me and said, “Bye Mom, I love you!”.  That day it took a lot of 
courage not to cry all the way to work! 
 

“You don’t have to be a “hero” to have courage… 
but Giborim brings courage to heroes!” 

`      
-A Giborim Parent 


