
I know the start of a new summer can be anxious for parents, so I thought this would be the 
perfect time to share some excerpts from a letter I received from a Giborim parent last summer. 
– Scott Dermer, Giborim Director 
 
 
 
Dear Camp Giborim Staff, 
 
As we inched up in carpool the first morning of the summer, we were urged to “keep moving 
forward.”  Scott and I had a moment where we laughed and pondered those words he just said 
and realized its significance.  It became the phrase of the summer.  
 
From the first day of camp, we all moved forward together.  The teamwork is what makes it 
move forward each year.  If you are on a team, you always have someone on your side.  The 
commitment that each member of Giborim puts into each summer is what makes it the BEST 
camp.   
 
We can’t believe that our child has been going to camp for 10 years. We started with a 
frightened, withdrawn and challenged child.  My child has grown up into a confident, friendly 
and easygoing young adult.  My child loves camp, tries new things, makes eye contact and has 
overcome numerous fears.  My child smiles when we drive by the JCC.  Giborim has become 
part of our extended family. 
 
My child has learned to make friends, work together as a group, follow directions and make 
conversations.  The summer camp experience has taught my child about acceptance.  It is a 
place where my child is loved and gives love in return. A place where my child is welcome and 
a place where my child has learned to “hug”! 
 
From the first moment of diagnosis we knew that our children would face challenges, we had to 
learn to accept it and “move forward.”  To Scott, Rachel and the entire Giborim staff, thank you 
for helping all of the children “move forward” and have a successful summer and happy life.  

 
Giborim teaches acceptance…A place where campers are loved and are able to love in return. 

                               -- A Giborim Parent 
 


